
Contemporary U.S. Supreme Court Cases:
Landmark Case Law That Shaped American
History
The United States Supreme Court is the highest court in the land, and its
decisions have a profound impact on American law and society. Over the
years, the Court has issued landmark rulings on a wide range of issues,
from civil rights to criminal justice to the separation of powers.

In this article, we will explore some of the most important contemporary
U.S. Supreme Court cases. These cases have had a major impact on our
nation, and they continue to be debated and discussed today.
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Marbury v. Madison (1803)

Marbury v. Madison is one of the most important cases in American history.
In this case, the Supreme Court ruled that it has the power to declare laws
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unconstitutional. This decision established the principle of judicial review,
which is a cornerstone of the American legal system.

The case arose out of the election of 1800, in which Thomas Jefferson
defeated John Adams. After the election, Adams appointed a number of
"midnight judges" to the federal courts. These judges were appointed after
Congress had adjourned, and they were not confirmed by the Senate.
Jefferson refused to deliver their commissions, and Marbury, one of the
judges, sued Madison, the Secretary of State, to compel him to do so.

The Supreme Court ruled in favor of Marbury, but it also ruled that the
Judiciary Act of 1789, which gave the Court the power to issue writs of
mandamus, was unconstitutional. This decision established the principle of
judicial review, which means that the Court has the power to strike down
laws that it finds to be unconstitutional.



Dred Scott v. Sandford (1857)

Dred Scott v. Sandford is one of the most controversial cases in American
history. In this case, the Supreme Court ruled that African Americans were
not citizens of the United States and that they could not sue in federal
court.

The case arose out of a lawsuit filed by Dred Scott, a slave who had been
taken to free territory by his master. Scott argued that he was a free man
because he had been taken to free territory. The Supreme Court ruled
against Scott, and it held that African Americans were not citizens of the
United States and that they could not sue in federal court.
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The Dred Scott decision was a major blow to the abolitionist movement. It
also helped to precipitate the Civil War.

Dred Scott v. Sandford was one of the most controversial cases in American history.
It ruled that African Americans were not citizens of the United States and that they
could not sue in federal court.

Plessy v. Ferguson (1896)
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Plessy v. Ferguson is another landmark case in American history. In this
case, the Supreme Court ruled that segregation of public facilities was
constitutional as long as the facilities were "separate but equal."

The case arose out of a challenge to a Louisiana law that required separate
railway cars for white and black passengers. Plessy, an African American
man, was arrested for sitting in a white-only railway car. He argued that the
law violated the Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment.

The Supreme Court ruled against Plessy, and it held that segregation of
public facilities was constitutional as long as the facilities were "separate
but equal." This decision established the "separate but equal" doctrine,
which was used to justify segregation in many areas of American life for
decades.



Brown v. Board of Education (1954)

Brown v. Board of Education is one of the most important Supreme Court
cases of the 20th century. In this case, the Court ruled that segregation of
public schools was unconstitutional.

https://shelf.impergar.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6IlFrRmxpQ3ZYZEIyOEszM2VHbFpUazkyUmhaaml6cVVZRWY3bk9GNW02Vk03ZVlLdHRiVTJtV1pRKzdCUDFUNWNDQ2dpUzhcL1NoZFJcLzZxbWJKdjEyNXVlbHFnd1JkVHh4b3N0WVlwaGYya2daTGhhVXBMbVVFdVBLaTloYzh2Uk5IVzgrVDMyd1lyT2xtbmRkaWl4ZVorTzU4Uzc5dHFkVHJyd3dFUFFSREc3SWppdmVSd3Z0YXNmMVhZdlQ1K1lnb1c2bXlHbWpsRFlBMXN4UjdYUFRQQT09IiwiaXYiOiI4NTU5MDI4MmMxYzgxYzYwMmRmZGI2ZWE1MWFmMzI2ZSIsInMiOiIxNjI4OGNkZTBjZDc2MDkyIn0%3D


The case arose out of a challenge to a Kansas law that required separate
schools for white and black children. The plaintiffs in the case argued that
the law violated the Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment.

The Supreme Court ruled in favor of the plaintiffs, and it held that
segregation of public schools was unconstitutional. This decision
overturned the "separate but equal" doctrine that had been established in
Plessy v. Ferguson.

Brown v. Board of Education ruled that segregation of public schools was
unconstitutional.
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Roe v. Wade (1973)

Roe v. Wade is one of the most controversial Supreme Court cases of all
time. In this case, the Court ruled that women have a constitutional right to
abortion.

The case arose out of a challenge to a Texas law that prohibited abortion
except to save the life of the mother. The plaintiff in the case was Jane
Roe, a pseudonym for Norma McCorvey, who was pregnant at the time.

The Supreme Court ruled in favor of Roe, and it held that women have a
constitutional right to abortion. This decision has been upheld in
subsequent cases, and it remains the law of the land today.



Citizens United v. FEC (2010)

Citizens United v. FEC is a recent Supreme Court case that has had a
major impact on American politics. In this case, the Court ruled that
corporations have the same First Amendment rights as individuals.
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The case arose out of a challenge to a law that prohibited corporations
from making independent expenditures in federal elections. The plaintiff in
the case was Citizens United, a conservative nonprofit organization.

The Supreme Court ruled in favor of Citizens United, and it held that
corporations have the same First Amendment rights as individuals. This
decision has been criticized by some for allowing corporations to have too
much influence in elections.

Citizens United v. FEC ruled that corporations have the same First Amendment rights
as individuals.

These are just a few of the many landmark Supreme Court cases that have
shaped American law and society. These cases have had a profound
impact on our nation, and they continue to be debated and discussed
today.
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If you are interested in learning more about these cases and their impact, I
encourage you to read the following book:

Contemporary U.S. Supreme Court Cases: Landmark Case Law That
Shaped American History

This book provides an in-depth look at these cases and their impact on
American law and society. It is a valuable resource for anyone who wants
to learn more about the Supreme Court and its role in shaping American
history.
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Three Years in Afghanistan: A Memoir by
Vanessa Gezari - An Unforgettable Journey of
Service and Sacrifice
: Stepping into the Heart of a War-Torn Nation Vanessa Gezari's memoir,
"Three Years in Afghanistan," is an extraordinary and moving account of
her experiences as a Navy...

History From Beginning to End: Unraveling the
Tapestry of Time
Prepare to embark on an extraordinary adventure into the annals of time
with "History From Beginning to End," a captivating literary masterpiece
that...
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