
Felix Frankfurter and Due Process: A Judicial
Legacy That Shaped American Justice
Felix Frankfurter, appointed to the Supreme Court in 1939, stands as one
of the most influential jurists in American history. His unwavering
commitment to due process, the cornerstone of our justice system, left an
indecipherable mark on the American legal landscape. This article will
delve into Frankfurter's life, his judicial philosophy, and the lasting impact of
his decisions on due process.

Early Life and Education

Born in Vienna, Austria, in 1882, Felix Frankfurter immigrated to the United
States as a young child. His family settled in New York City, where he
developed a passion for law and social justice. Frankfurter excelled
academically, graduating from Harvard Law School in 1906.
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Academic and Public Service Career

After graduating from law school, Frankfurter embarked on a distinguished
academic career. He taught law at Harvard and Columbia Law Schools,
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where his innovative teaching methods and legal scholarship made a
significant impact on his students. Frankfurter's interest in public service led
him to work as an assistant to Secretary of War Henry Stimson during
World War I.

Appointment to the Supreme Court

In 1939, President Franklin D. Roosevelt appointed Frankfurter to the
Supreme Court. Frankfurter joined the Court during a time of significant
social and political change. The Court was grappling with the complexities
of New Deal legislation and the rise of fascism abroad.

Judicial Philosophy and Due Process

Justice Frankfurter's judicial philosophy was deeply rooted in the principles
of due process. He believed that individuals should be protected from
arbitrary and oppressive government actions. Frankfurter's understanding
of due process emphasized the importance of fair procedures,
transparency, and the right to a fair trial.

In his landmark opinion in Schneiderman v. United States
(1943),Frankfurter laid out his vision of due process. He wrote, "Due
process of law requires that a man shall be informed with reasonable
certainty of the nature and cause of the accusations against him, that he
shall be given a fair opportunity to defend himself, and that his rights shall
not be necessarily prejudiced by an unfair procedure."

Frankfurter's commitment to due process extended beyond the courtroom.
He was a vocal critic of racial discrimination and the internment of
Japanese Americans during World War II. He argued that these actions



violated the fundamental principles of fairness and equal protection under
the law.

Legacy and Impact

Felix Frankfurter's legacy as a defender of due process and constitutional
rights is immense. His decisions have shaped the course of American
jurisprudence and continue to influence legal debates today. Frankfurter's
insistence on fair and impartial procedures has ensured that the rights of
individuals are safeguarded from government overreach.

Felix Frankfurter's unwavering commitment to due process transformed the
American justice system. His brilliant legal scholarship and fearless
advocacy for individual rights left an enduring legacy that continues to
inspire judges and lawyers alike. Frankfurter's life and work serve as a
testament to the vital role due process plays in protecting the foundations
of our democracy.
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